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Our speaker in March is one of the na-
tion’s leading authorities on high (and
low) performing schools, bilingual
education, teacher quality and teacher
training.

Lance T. Izumi is Senior Director of
Education Studies and Senior Fellow in
California Studies at the Pacific Re-
search Institute for Public Policy in San
Francisco, the West Coast’s preeminent
conservative think tank.

Mr. Izumi served in the administration
of President Ronald Reagan as speech-
writer for Attorney General Edwin
Meese III. He also served as chief
speechwriter and director of writing and
research for California Governor George
Deukmejian.

Lance is the co-author of the book Not
As Good As You Think: Why the Middle
Class Needs School Choice (2007)
which was endorsed editorially by the
Wall Street Journal. He is also co-
author of the book Free to Learn: Les-
sons from Model Charter Schools (2005)
which has been used as a guidebook for
creating high-performing charter
schools in New Orleans after Hurricane
Katrina.

In 2008 the New York Times selected
Mr. Izumi to be one of its online con-
tributors on the presidential race and
education issues. His columns ana-
lyzed the candidates’ positions on K —12
spending, school choice, reform propos-
als, and other key issues.

In November, 2008 Mr. Izumi was
elected to a second term as president of
the Board of Governors of the California
Community Colleges, the largest system
of higher education in the world. Gov-

ernor Arnold Schwarzenegger appointed
him to the Board in 2004.

In addition to
the books men-
tioned above, Mr.
Izumi is the au-
thor, co-author
and editor of nu-
merous other
books and arti-
cles including
two books on
teacher  quality
and school re-
form published

Lance T. Izumi, J.D.

by the Hoover Institution Press.

For five years Mr. Izumi served as an
officer, holding the rank of captain, in
the California State Military Reserve,
assigned to the State Headquarters
Public Affairs Office. During his ser-
vice, Mr. Izumi was awarded the com-
mendation medal and the achievement
ribbon.

Mr. Izumi received his Juris Doctor
degree from the University of Southern
California School of Law and his Master
of Arts in political science from the Uni-
versity of California at Davis. He re-
ceived his Bachelor of Arts in economics
and history from the University of Cali-
fornia at Los Angeles. He will address
the topic, “Why It’s Wrong to Blindly
Throw Money Into Schools.”

A dinner reservation form is in-
cluded in this Republican and must
be returned by noon, Friday, March
6.
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“A Good Start—But Republicans Need to

Finish This Campaign”

Guest Editorial

by Tom Del Beccaro, Vice Chair, California Republican Party

A month ago, | wrote that it was not enough for Re-
publican leaders simply to parrot Reagan and say we
need to be the Party of limited government and tax cuts.
We need more than that. We need to strategically frame
political debates on terms we can win. We need to ex-
pose the problems of government while extolling the
promise of freedom. The current budget debate in
Washington DC provides ample opportunity for us to do
just that.

The initial reviews of Obama’s Presidency are in —
and clearly the luster is coming of Obama and Republi-
canism is on the rise. Consider these poll results from
Rasmussen Polling:
eObama’s approval index has dropped from a +30 to a
+18 in the last 2 weeks,
oThe generic Congressional ballot is down to a 4% dif-
ference: Dem 42/Repub 38,
ePublic support for Obama’s pork/stimulus bill is down
to 42%,
eMost say tax cuts are always better than increased
spending,
¢54% say Congress is doing a poor job,
¢71% say Obama is a Liberal, and
eRepublicans are said to be happy with the direction of
the Party.

There are a variety of reasons, in my view, for the
changing numbers:
eObama’s troubles with his tax cheating appointees,
oThe public’s initial understanding that the stimulus
bill focuses on spending more than stimulus,
eNancy Pelosi’s poor numbers from last year, and
oThe House Republicans’ decision to stand up in unison
and oppose the pork/stimulus bill.

As [ have written before, the above dynamics could
well continue because: (1) Obama is looking rather weak
kneed amidst his cabinet troubles and, worse yet, (2) he
has allowed Pelosi to take over the writing of the pork/
stimulus bill, and (3) the bad economic times will con-
tinue because there is nothing that Obama has done to

inspire confidence in the markets or consumers. In
other words, Obama is proving, at least to this point,
that he is not up to the job.

The Republicans can and need to seize on these dy-
namics and build on their good start. They can do so —
but not by being the Party of No. They need (a) to edu-
cate the public on just how wasteful this pork/stimulus
bill is and (b) to demonstrate a credible alternative.

The Republicans’ good start is due in part to their ini-
tial efforts in part “a” - exposing this pork bill, i.e. the
“Mob” museum, the Pelosi condoms, the fact that most
of the spending will not be until late next year, etc.
They need to do much more of that. Each week, from
now until Election Day 21 months from now, they
should announce several different wasteful aspects of
the bill. They need to be relentless and demonstrative
in that regard. Voters know waste when they see it—
they just don’t know how much there is. By doing that,
Republicans can build on the polling results tagging
Obama as a liberal and Congress doing a poor job.

But that is less than half the battle.

Republicans need to take the next step of demonstrat-
ing a credible alternative. As we can see from the above
numbers, the public prefers tax cuts to spending. Be-
yond that, even Democrats are questioning whether this
bill will provide stimulus. Republicans need to jump on
that dynamic by outlining in great detail why a payroll
tax cut, an income tax cur or government reform will
help the economy more than a big government program.

But they cannot do that from Washington. They can'’t
just tell Washington reporters hoping that the message
will get out. With their great new spokesman Michael
Steele, they need to go around the country and run a
national “campaign” on TV, on the radio, on billboards
and on the Internet exposing the truth. The time for
half measures by Republicans, is over — they need to go
“all in” as they say in poker and finish this campaign for
freedom.

Who Said This?

(Answer: page 3)

“You cannot help the poor by destroying the rich.
You cannot strengthen the weak by weakening the
strong. You cannot bring about prosperity by discour-
aging thrift. You cannot lift the wage earner up by pull-
ing the wage payer down. You cannot further the broth-

erhood of man by inciting class hatred. You cannot
build character and courage by taking away people’s
initiative and independence. You cannot help people
permanently by doing for them what they could and
should do for themselves.”







