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Mark Curtis is a 30-
year professional in ra-
dio and television. He
has made public appear-
ances all over America,
including Rossmoor,
where his speech to the
Rossmoor Rotary Club
attracted so much favor-
able comment by sev-
eral of the Rossmoor
Republicans who were
present that we have

Mark Curtis

I Communication from
Marquette University in
1981. In 1986, he re-
ceived a Masters Degree,
with honors, from the
University of Florida in
Gainesville. He is cur-
| rently working on his
Doctorate in Educational
Leadership at St. Mary’s
College, Moraga.

Curtis worked in
Gainesville, FL as a tele-

secured him as a
speaker for our Club.

His new book, “Age of Obama: A Re-
porter’s Journey with Clinton, McCain
and Obama in the Making of the Presi-
dent 2008” was published Inaugural
week 2009.

Mark is well known in the Bay Area
from his years with KTVU, from 1993
to January 2008.

He served as Capitol Correspondent
in the Washington, D.C., bureau for
all Cox Television stations, including
KTVU. In January 1999, he moved to
Oakland, to become Co-Anchor of the
“KTVU Morning News,” which has been
the # 1 local early morning newscast in
the Bay Area for the past six years.
Mark left KTVU in January 2008, to
start his own freelance news reporting,
public relations and political analysis
agency.

He grew up in Milwaukee and
graduated with a degree in Broadcast

vision news reporter and
bureau chief as well as in a TV station
serving the Pensacola, Florida and Mo-
bile, Alabama metropolitan area.

He spent 1992-93 as a Congressional
Fellow in Washington, D.C., working
with the House Judiciary Subcommit-
tee as well as for Senator Herb Kohl of
Wisconsin.

Mark returned to broadcasting in
1993 at the Cox Broadcasting bureau
in Washington. In his five years as
Capitol Correspondent, he provided
daily live coverage of Congress, the
White House, and the Supreme Court
for eight Cox Broadcasting television
stations across the country.

As noted earlier, he is an outstanding

speaker and has received numerous
awards and commendations for his
work.
A dinner reservation form is in-
cluded in this Republican. It must
be returned by noon, Friday, Sep-
tember 4.

Vote Republican on September 1

On August 12, Club members met five of the six Republican candidates to fill the
United States Congressional District 10 seat recently vacated by Democrat Ellen

Tauscher.

If you have not already voted by mail, you must be sure to go to the

polls on September 1 to cast your Republican vote. This is our best chance in over
a decade to seat a Republican in this key position.
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Good Grief, Charlie Brown

...President Tom Fryer

It’s that time of year again. The time when Charlie
Brown got out his football and enlisted Lucy to hold it
for him so he could kick off, or kick a field goal, what-
ever. Lucy placed the ball down, held it upright, and
Charlie Brown made his run for the kick. At the last
second, Lucy snatched the football back, Charlie
Brown swung at it with his foot, and, of course, landed
flat on his back.

This didn’t happen once. Or twice. It happened year
after year, for decades. However long Charles Schultz
wrote “Peanuts” is how long it happened. Every year
Lucy’s promises grew more sincere and persuasive,
every year Charlie Brown would make his run for the
kick, and every year at the last instant Lucy would jerk
the football away and Charlie Brown would land flat on
his back.

Schultz, to be sure, was commenting on life. I like to
think he was commenting on politics. Every year, in a
dazzling triumph of hope over experience Charlie
Brown took off for the ball, and every year the Ameri-
can people believe what the politicians tell us.

Today’s argument is over health care. Does the bill
say this, does the bill say that? First of all, these bills
are between 1.000 and 1,500 pages long. Who the
heck knows what the bills say? (You can be sure that
somebody knows. There are no accidents in these
things.)

Second, neither the Members of the House nor the
Senators who do the voting have read the bills. Listen
to what our old friend, John Conyers, Democrat of De-
troit says, “I love those members who get up and say,
‘Read the bill.” What good is reading the bill if it’'s a
thousand pages and you don’t have two days and two
lawyers to find out what it means after you've read the
bill.” Here’s the logic of that: I can’t read the bill be-
cause it’s a thousand pages long. The bill is a thou-
sand pages long so I can’t read it. And, by the way, I
couldn’t understand it even if I did read it.

Only in Congress can one extol ignorance as a shield.
This fact gives rise to the question, who writes these
bills? It’s a question that needs to be answered. My
first major point is this: The American people should

demand that every proposed bill include on its title
pages the names and organizational affiliations of
all its authors. Believe me, this would make fascinat-
ing reading.

At many recent televised town hall meetings, folks
have been uncivil, rude, and in some cases threaten-
ing. I absolutely oppose these tactics. Mike monopoliz-
ers, abusers, and violence prompters are not exercising
free speech. They are undermining the democratic
process. We should neither tolerate nor apologize for
them.

That said, it must be noted that many people out
here are legitimately outraged at the current proceed-
ings in Congress. Sometimes these thousand page bills
are ready only hours before they are to be voted on.
Things are quickly taken out of bills. Other things are
quickly put in. Following Rahm Emanuel’s advice
never to let a good crisis go to waste, the administra-
tion is feverishly working to get some kind of bill it can
live with as a first step toward a total makeover of
American health care, the installation of a Canadian or
European form of health care in America. (President
Obama has actually stated that he favors such a
“single payer” plan.)

That’s the second major point: You must remember
this, whatever bill is passed, it is merely the first
step. It’s the camel’s nose under the tent. Following
initial passage, the new law quickly acquires a con-
stituency of beneficiaries. The beneficiaries organize.
They hire lobbyists and lawyers, they write letters, they
make phone calls, they show up at meetings. Their
objective is always the same: More, More, More. Soon
initial cost estimates are overrun.

The third major point is this: Whatever the cost
estimates put out by the proponents say, at a mini-
mum, double them. Congress tripled the “Cash for
Clunkers” budget after one week. It’s remarkable how
popular giving away money can be.

The American people are now making their run for
the ball. The administration and the Congress are
holding it straight up. Making promises. Good grief,
Charlie Brown, let’s hope we've learned something.

Club’s Largest Ever Dinner Meeting

gressional District.

On August 12, 225 people attended the Club’s candidates’ night for Republicans running in the U.S. Tenth Con-
Five of the six Republicans were present, including Chris Bunch, Gary Clift, David Harmer,
Mark Loos, and John Toth. David Peterson was absent. Each candidate made an opening statement, followed by
a question and answer period and the evening was rounded out by wrap-up statements by each of the candidates.
As noted on page 1 of this month’s Rossmoor Republican, the primary election takes place on September 1. If no
candidate of any party wins 50% + 1 of the votes cast on September 1, there will be a run-off election on Novem-
ber 3. Our Club will strongly support the Republican nominee. Stand by to play a role in this effort.







