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Mario Pellegrini, Eminent
White House and Film Figure
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In March, the Republican Club of |

Rossmoor welcomes yet another out-

standing speaker to its platform. Mario |

Pellegrini has written for, directed, and
filmed every President of the United
States from the White House since 1968,

including: Richard Nixon, Gerald Ford, | "
Ronald Reagan and [
George H. W. Bush, as part of a series of §

Jimmy Carter,

simulcasts on five networks reaching
more than 80 million viewers.

Mario is very active in California and
National Republican politics. Recently
he attended and filmed the massive Tea
Party in Washington, D.C. and has just
produced a DVD of that event. This
film will be previewed at our March 10
meeting.

Mario Pellegrini is one of the giants of
the American film industry. For more
than thirty years he has written, pro-
duced, and directed a long list of award
winning motion pictures, television pro-
grams, and commercials. He has di-
rected films with such stars as Jack
Lemon, Gregory Peck, CIliff Robertson,
Elizabeth Taylor, John Forsythe, Mickey
Rooney, Caroll O’Connor, Tony Curtis,
Joanne Woodward, Edward G. Robinson
and Sylvester Stallone. Pellegrini di-
rected Stallone in the blockbuster
“Rocky” film series.

His television credits include writing,
producing and directing such stars as
Walter Cronkite, Barbara Walters, Tony
Bennett, Loretta Lynn, Johnny Cash,
Barry Manilow, Eddie Albert, Lloyd
Nolan, and Bryant Gumbel.

In 1974, he created the National Foot-
ball League’s “Great Moments” series,
now in its 25th year. Pellegrini has writ-
ten and directed every one of the more
than 1,000 commercials for this series,
as well as commercials for the Pro Foot-
ball Hall of Fame, NFL Charities, and
400 commercials for ad campaigns and

marketing pro-
grams for major
corporations
and organiza-
tions.

Mario is a
member of the
Director’s Guild
of America, the

National Acad-
emy of Televi-
sion Arts and
Sciences, the
American Film
Institute and

Mario Pellegrini

the Public Rela-

tions Society of
America. As a guest lecturer for Harvard
University’s advanced studies symposi-
ums, Pellegrini is a noted speaker at
Universities on “Film as the 20th Cen-
tury Art Form”, and on mass-media
communications.

Born in New York City, he is married
with two sons and lives in Montara, Cali-
fornia, where he is President of Vita Pro-
ductions Inc., an independent film and
television production company.

He notes, “As an Italian, I inherited the
creative art and culture of my forefa-
thers. In my work, I try to find that
touch of life (Vita) that is universal in
communicating the great drama that is
at the core of all our lives.”

He will talk with us about his experi-
ences in the White House, his perspec-
tives on the various presidents, and
about the political climate in Hollywood
and his experiences there.
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A dinner reservation form is in-
cluded in this issue of the Republi-
can. The form MUST be returned by
noon, Friday, March 5. Reservation

questions: 280-7280.







