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Vital to the operations
of Rossmoor is the city in
which Rossmoor is located,
Walnut Creek. No single
person is more crucial to
the relationship between
the two entities than the
Club’s January speaker, the
City Manager of Walnut
Creek.

The City’s new Manager,
Mr. Gary Pokorny springs
from deep roots in Amer-
ica’s heartland. He was
raised on a family farm in
Nebraska, and earned both
his Bachelor’s and Master’s
degree from the University
of Nebraska.

While he is new to the
position of City Manager
(assuming the post in Sep-
tember, 2006) he is not new
to the field of public ad-
ministration. Prior to as-
suming the Manager ship,
he was the Director of Arts,
Recreation and Community
Services for the City of Wal-
nut Creek, a department
that offers all of the award
winning arts and cultural
programs presented at the
Dean Lesher Center for the
Arts. The Department also
operates the largest arts

education program in
Northern California, and a
full program of recreational
programs for the City,
among other things.

Prior to coming to Wal-
nut Creek six years ago,
Pokorny was a City Man-
ager in three other cities (E1
Cerrito, California; Corval-
lis, Oregon and Sioux City,
Iowa) over the period of a
quarter century.

The City Manager serves
at the pleasure of the five-

member City Council. He
is responsible for leading
all departments of the City
and supporting the Council
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in achieving the City’s goals
of delivering outstanding
services to residents and
visitors in a creative and fis-
cally responsible manner.

He and his wife Jean
served a full term of service
in the Peace Corps in Malay-
sia as trainers of teachers of
English as a second lan-
guage. After Peace Corps
service they traveled exten-

sively in Asia, the Middle
East and Europe.
Gary also has done

graduate work in Govern-
ment and Public Administra-
tion at Cornell University
and has taught classes at
Oregon State University and
at California State Univer-
sity, Hayward.

Gary and his wife, Jean
are the parents of one son,
David, who is a Math and
Computer Science graduate
of u.cC. Berke-
ley.

A dinner reservation
Sform is included in this
Journal and must be
turned in by noon, Fri-
day, January 5.

Special Party, Special Thanks

By all accounts, the December Christmas party was a huge success.

The event

boasted a hosted bar and bountiful, delectable finger food. Just when the revelers
thought they were totally sated, the Ashmolean Singers presented their program of sea-

sonal music, to the delight and inspiration of everyone present.

Events like this are

produced by the hard work of dedicated volunteers. Particular thanks are due to Diane
Bordeaux, Zel Donovan, Kathryn Eaton, Margaret Ghirardo, Steve Kilmer, Barbara
Lavigne, Devon and Noel Olson, Virginia Olson, Emily Pfister, Kathi Stidwell, Shirley
Strong, Carol Worthington, and Barbara and Richard Wyant. Many thanks to you all.







