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In Christian lore, Jo-
seph and Mary left their
home in Nazareth to go to
Bethlehem to be taxed by
the Roman emperor, Ce-
sar Augustus, who had
issued a decree that “all
the world be taxed.” Eve-
ryone went to his ances-
tral city for this taxation.

Joseph was of the
house and lineage of
David, and Bethlehem was
known as the city of
David.

Mary was pregnant at
the time, and it came to
pass that Bethlehem was
the city in which Jesus
was born.

Today Bethlehem is yet
another strife torn place in
the Middle East, caught
up in the tragic divisions

of that region.

Our speaker this
month, Brother Ronald
Gallagher, President of St.
Mary’s College, will ad-
dress Christian-Islamic
relations in Bethlehem,
based on his experiences
as vice chancellor of Beth-
lehem University.

For four years Brother
Gallagher led this Catho-
lic university in conflict—
ridden Bethlehem where
he oversaw administra-
tion, development, finance
and academics.

By enlisting the help of
nations, groups, individu-
als, international aid
agencies, and the Vatican,
Brother Ronald was able
to raise funds for Bethle-
hem University to fulfill
its mission of bringing
education to the economi-
cally disadvantaged Pales-
tinian community.

Brother Ronald earned
his B.A. in English from
St. Mary’s College, his
M.A. in comparative lit-
erature from San Fran-
cisco State University,
and his Ph.D. in com-
parative literature from
the University of Wash-
ington. He is fluent in
French, German, Italian,

and Latin, and he has
some knowledge of Arabic,
Irish, and Spanish.

Before assuming the St.
Mary’s presidency in 2005,
Brother Ronald held sev-
eral key positions in the
college, including profes-
sor, Chair of the Depart-
ment of English and
Drama, and Assistant to
the President.

He served as Secretary
General of the Brothers of
Christian Schools in Rome,
where he organized the
43rd General Chapter, an
international assembly that
resulted in a seven-year
global strategic plan for
Lasallian educators.

One of Brother Ronald’s
passions is the history, cul-
ture, and literature of Ire-
land. He has led several
groups of students on tours
of that country.

He was born in Oak-
land, grew up in Santa
Cruz and Bakersfield and
joined the Christian Broth-
ers after graduating from
Mont LaSalle High School
in Napa.

A dinner reservation
form is included in this
Journal and must be
turned in by noon, Fri-

Special Event March 31 at 1:30 p.m.

John Clark from Americans for Immigration Control will be at Rossmoor on
March 31, 1:30 p.m. to show his new film “America: Rule of Law or Anarchy.”
This free program, co-sponsored by the Lamorinda Republican Women’s Feder-
ated, will be held in the Vista Room at Hillside. Refreshments will be served.







