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Former Secretary of State to
Speak September 12

Bruce A McPherson, the 30th California
Secretary of State, was appointed to the
post in 2005 by Governor Arnold
Schwarzenegger. He was defeated for
election to the post in the debacle of
2006 when so many Republicans went
down to defeat. A Republican from
Santa Cruz County,
McPherson had served both
as a State Assemblyman
and a State Senator prior to
his unanimous confirmation
by both Democratic- |
controlled houses of thef
California State Legislature
in 2005.

Prior to his political ca-
reer, McPherson worked as
editor of the Santa Cruz
Sentinal, a newspaper
owned by his family. He is a
fourth generation Santa Cruz native.

During his term as Secretary of State,
McPherson worked to restore trust and
confidence in the Office, rebuilding rela-
tionships with federal, state and local
partners. He became a national leader
in election reform and developing innova-

tive ways to ensure the integrity of every
vote. The stability that Secretary
McPherson provided to the Office earned
high praise from observers throughout
the country.

As a Legislator, he earned a reputa-
tion as a moderate and non-partisan
leader, a fiscal conservative
who fought to protect the
environment and Califor-
l| nia’s scenic coastline.
| Secretary McPherson
graduated from California
Polytechnic University with
a degree in journalism and
was awarded an honorary
degree of Doctor of Humane
Letters from Cal Poly.

He and his wife, Mary,
have a daughter, Tori Ki-
stler, and two grandchil-
dren, Cooper and Sydney. Their son,
Hunter, was tragically killed in a San
Francisco street robbery in 2001.

Deadline for reservations is Noon,
Friday, September 7. Please use
the enclosed form.

Obsession/Darwish Program a Great Success

Upwards of 500 people viewed the film “Obsession” and heard Nonie Darwish
speak on August 15 in the Sierra Room of the Del Valle Clubhouse. “Obsession” is a
film about the threat of radical Islam to Western civilization. Using unique footage
from Arab television, it reveals the hatred the radicals are teaching. The film also
traces the parallels between the Nazi movement , today’s radicals, and the Western
world’s response.

Nonie Darwish is the daughter of an Egyptian army intelligence officer who or-
ganized the fedayeen in Gaza to strike the Israelis. Her book Now They Call Me Infi-
del is required reading for anyone who wishes to understand the Arab and Muslim
worlds. Nonie’s remarks were based on her acute observations of Islamic and Arab
culture during the 30 years she lived in the Middle East. The large crowd clearly
was appreciative of both the film and Nonie’s presentation. (See quotations from
Now They Call Me Infidel on page 2.)







